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1. Purpose 

 

This policy has been created to guide Council officers in making practical 

choices regarding the instillation of Public Place Recycling (PPR) 

infrastructure around the shire and to deliver the best possible PPR service 

that Glenelg Shire Council (GSC) can offer. This policy will coincide with 

GSC’s Waste Management Strategy 2013-2017.  

 

2. Scope 

 

This policy applies to any individual, organisation or Glenelg Shire Council 

department that wishes to implement permanent PPR infrastructure in the 

Glenelg Shire on land controlled by Glenelg Shire Council. 

 

3. Council Policy 

 

Introduction 

 

Public Place Recycling (PPR) refers to systems installed in high use public 

areas to collect recyclables materials from the waste stream. While many 

residents have adopted recycling around the home, there is now a much 

greater expectation in the community that there will be access to recycling 

facilities wherever they go. This is largely the result of State and Local 

Government policies that have made home recycling a way of life for so 

many Victorians.  

Without appropriate infrastructure, resources that could be recycled are 

being lost to landfill. There is a great expectation in the general community 

that these resources are not wasted. Glenelg Shire Council is committed to 

lead by example in sustainable resource recovery practices. 

The Glenelg Shire Council supports, and assists residents to use our resources 

more efficiently through waste minimisation and PPR. PPR has an important 

role in extending recycling away from home through behaviour change and 

community engagement. For Local Government, PPR has a highly visible role 

in demonstrating leadership in sustainability in public environments. 

Glenelg Shire Council first started implementing PPR within the Shire in 2010. 

Initial application of PPR was based at the Portland Aquatic Centre. Recently 

PPR infrastructure has been established at Nunn’s Beach in Portland, and the 

Portland foreshore area. 
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The use of PPR is in accordance with the vision and objectives contained in 

the Glenelg Environment Strategy 2010-2020 and the Waste Management 

Strategy 2013-2017.  The installation of PPR infrastructure will allow GSC to 

achieve environmentally sustainable outcomes for energy, materials and 

water, for the community and organisation. 

Research indicates that providing accessible and well-maintained bins has a 

large impact on litter prevention. The Victorian Litter Strategy 2012–14, 

developed by Sustainability Victoria (SV) on behalf of the Victorian 

Government, identifies greater use of PPR as a key action to reduce littering 

in high use public areas.  

Resource recovery must be maintained in public places. Public Place 

Recycling should be used in every instance where it is effective and 

economically viable. All PPR infrastructures should be consistent in style with 

the street furniture in the surrounding locality. The infrastructure should display 

clear consistent signage to ensure that the PPR infrastructure is utilised 

effectively. 

 

Location 

 

To ensure that the PPR infrastructure is installed in the appropriate location, 

the Sustainability Victoria –Public Place Recycling Toolkit should be referred 

to. The location of PPR infrastructure will be prioritised to public areas with 

high foot traffic and high amounts of usage. These areas include: 

 

 Central Business Districts (CBDs) 

 

 GSC Managed Recreational Reserves 

 

 Tourist Locations that have strong usage 

 

 GSC Managed Parks and Open Space areas 

 

A PPR bin should be placed at a location where by a public place bin is 

already located or alternatively if required at a newly identified location with 

a new waste bin. The PPR infrastructure can be a dual unit (waste and 

recyclables enclosure), to replace an existing public place waste bin, or 

stand-alone recycling infrastructure which is placed adjacent or near to an 

existing public place waste bin. A PPR bin should not be placed in a location 

without a public waste bin, to ensure that the potential for contamination of 

recycling is reduced to a minimum. 

 

PPR infrastructure should not hinder any scheduled Council maintenance of 

the public area and should be easily accessible for waste and recyclables to 

be collected.  
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Servicing of bin infrastructure must be economically viable through an 

existing service, extension of service or a new service. The provision of public 

place recycling infrastructure to a location will not be considered if the bin 

cannot be serviced in an economically viable manner.  

 

Public Place Recycling into regional areas of the Shire will be considered if an 

agreement can be made with an individual or organisation to unlock the 

recycling bin, place the bin out for collection as part of the Council Kerbside 

collection service, and then return the bin to the enclosure.  

 

Such infrastructure in regional areas will remain in place as long as the 

agreement is in effect and the kerbside collection service occurs to the 

locality. 

 

Nominations of locations for new infrastructure by the community must be in 

writing and are to be reviewed by the Waste Management team for 

consideration. Council will encourage community groups to apply for grant 

opportunities and will also endeavour to seek out funding opportunities for 

PPR when made available. 

 

Once new PPR infrastructure has been installed, records of bin size, style, and 

location must be added to the Glenelg Shire Council Asset Register. A 

database of such infrastructure will be maintained by the Waste 

Management team.  

 

Style of Infrastructure 

 

The style of the PPR infrastructure should be consistent with other waste 

infrastructure and street furniture within the general location that it is to be 

installed  

 

In areas where corrosion is a high possibility, stainless steel enclosures (refer to 

Appendix 1: Figure 1) should be chosen. If powder coated enclosures are 

used. The colours should be consistent to the street furniture of that area. A 

basic principle is that Casterton is dark green (refer to Appendix 1: Figure 2) 

and Portland and Heywood are maroon (refer toAppendix1: Figure 3). 

 

All enclosures should have square punched frames. The top of the waste 

enclosure should have a polished stainless steel square open top and the top 

of the recycling enclosure should be a polished stainless steel pyramid with 

two round entry points. Rubber limitators on the pyramid top for the recycling 

enclosure are not necessary.  

 

If a bin enclosure is not required then a bin stand is to be used to keep the 

bin in place. A recycled plastic bin stand (refer to Appendix 1: Figure 4) 

should be used to promote GSC’s commitment to closing the loop and using 

recycled products where possible.  
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The standard size of recycling bins in Glenelg Shire is 240litres. The bins should 

be forest green, with a yellow lid (when required). The top of the lid should 

have a round opening for recyclable materials to be deposited into the bin. 

The only exception for the style of recycling bin or enclosure not being 

consistent with the details provided is when the proposed infrastructure is to 

be placed in an area which has heritage overlay. In these instances only, the 

infrastructure is to be of a style which is acceptable to the overriding 

authority responsible for controlling the style in that locality. 

 

All recycling bins should be clearly labelled using the latest packaging 

stewardship signage (currently in use 2014). If a new signage design is 

released in the future, in line with updated PPR guidelines, all new and 

existing infrastructure signage will need to be updated. 

 

Community Education 

 

Community education is essential to ensure that PPR bins/stations are used 

correctly to maximise resource recovery efforts. When significant projects are 

being developed a comprehensive community education campaign should 

be considered. This may include promoting public place recycling through 

local media, engaging with schools, businesses and information displays.  All 

campaigns will be designed using Sustainability Victoria’s Public Place 

Recycling Toolkit.    

 

Glenelg Shire will continue to seek support and expertise on the 

development and implementation of PPR community education programs 

from the Regional Waste Management Group and will continue to deliver 

community education with the resources that are available.  

 

4. Records Management  

 

All Council records created and managed as a result of implementing this 

policy will be managed in accordance with the Council’s Records 

Management Policy. 

 

The Records Management Policy assigns responsibilities for records 

management to employees, supervisors, volunteers and other specific 

positions. 

 

No Council records are to be destroyed without consideration of the 

requirements of the Act(s) that govern the functions relevant to this policy. 

Prior to destruction, advice must be sought from the Records Management 

Unit, with consideration to the requirements of the appropriate Retention and 

Disposal Authority (RDA). 
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5. Victorian State Legislation Copyright Acknowledgement  

 

Extracts from legislation of the Parliament of the State of Victoria, Australia, are 

reproduced with the permission of the Crown in right of the State of Victoria, 

Australia. The State of Victoria accepts no responsibility for the accuracy and 

completeness of any legislation contained in this publication.  

 

© State of Victoria, Australia. Copyright of legislation referenced in this 

publication is owned by the Crown in right of the State of Victoria, Australia. 
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Appendix 1: Public Place Litter and Recycling Infrastructure Styles used in the 

Glenelg Shire 
 

 
 

Figure 1: This is a stainless steel enclosure. This is the standard style of enclosure used for 

coastal environments in the Glenelg Shire.  
 

 
 

Figure 2: This is the standard style of waste enclosures for the township of Casterton. 
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Figure 3: This is the standard style of waste enclosures for the township of Heywood and Portland. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 4: This Recycle bin is attached to a recycled plastic bin stand. These stands are used in the 

Glenelg Shire. This is one of many ways that the Glenelg Shire is "Closing the Loop". 


